"THE   KING   THAT   is   TO   BE"              77
views recorded in history. William Cecil, Prime Minister of
England in effect if not in title, the arch-heretic whom Spain
stood committed to destroy together with his Reformation,
admitted His Catholic Majesty's ambassador into secret confer-
ence for the purpose of pouring out his fears for his country's
future and confessing that he was at the end of his tether.
Neither of the parties to the conversation is altogether to be
trusted. De Quadra was working underhand, unbeknown even
to his King, to bring about an alliance between Spain and France
for the overthrow of Elizabeth in the Catholic interest. Cecil had
been made by Somerset and deserted him; he had been raised by
Northumberland and deserted him too; and managed to serve
under Mary without losing eligibility for service under Elizabeth.
He was a cat always lighting on his feet on the winning side, a
master in the art he so vividly described as "throwing the stone
without that the hand be seen." But he stood nearer the ascertain-
able truth in most matters than any other man in the kingdom;
nor, from what he had recently intimated to his friends Randolph
and Throckmorton, the English ambassadors in Edinburgh and
Paris respectively, is there any reason to suppose that the Spaniard
misrepresented him.
" After many protestations and entreaties that I would keep it
secret (wrote de Quadra to his Bang's half-sister, the Regent of
the Netherlands) he told me that the Queen was conducting
herself in such a fashion that for his part he thought it best
to retire. For he was too bad a sailor, when he saw a storm
coming, not to make port when he had power to do so. ...
He begged me for the love of God to warn the Queen as to her
irregular conduct and to persuade her not to abandon her
business as she did. . , . Then he repeated to me twice over
Lord Robert were better in Paradise. . . .
"And finally he said they were scheming to put Lord
Robert's wife to death, and that now she was publicly reported
to be ill, but she was not so, on the contrary was quite well
and taking good care not to be poisoned. . . ,"
That same week-end Amy was found with her neck broken
at the bottom of a flight of stairs,